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exposure to an agent or medium, rates of intaki or contact, and rates of absorption.
Risk Characterization
The final expressions of risk derived in this j :ep will be used by the regulatory decision-maker when I alth riski are weighed against other societal costs and b< lefits to determine an appropriate action. Little guidar e is available on how to express uncertainties in tl underlying data and on which dose-response assessmer s and exposure assessments should be combined to give a final estimate of possible risk.
Basis for Selecting Inference Options
The Committee has presented some of the more fa iliar, and possibly more controversial, components of Lsk assessment. A review of the list of components reveals that many components lack definitive scientific answers, that the degree of scientific consensus concern nig the best answer varies (some are more controversial unong scientists than others) , and that the inference options available for each component differ in their de< :ee of conservatism. The choices encountered in risk  ssessment rest, to various degrees, on a mixture of scieni .fie fact and consensus, on informed scientific judgment, md on policy determinations (the appropriate degree oi conservatism).
That a scientist makes the choices does not ] jnder the judgments devoid of policy implications. Scient sts differ in their opinions of the validity of various options, even if they are not consciously choosing to be ore or less conservative. In considering whether to us data from the most sensitive experimental animals for risk assessment, a scientist may be influenced by the species, strains, and gender of the animals tested, the c arac-teristics of the tumor, and the conditions of tfc experiment. A scientist's weighting of these variable may not easily be expressed explicitly, and the result i a mixture of fact, experience (often called intuition , and personal values that cannot be disentangled easi y. As a result, the choice made may be perceived by the  sientist as based primarily on informed scientific judgme t. From a regulatory official's point of view, the same < loice